





F.3d at 402; In re Gibco, Inc., 185 F.R.D. 296, 299 (D.Col0.1997); Maxima, 641

A.2d at 984; Hewes v. Langston, 853 So.2d 1237, 1248-49 (Miss.2003) (billing

statements that provided “an hour-by-hour rendition of the work performed for a

client,” including identifying, by name, the people with whom the attorney talked,

the topics they discussed, the subjects the attorney researched and the papers he
reviewed “necessarily reveal[ed] strategies, confidential communications, and the
thought processes behind the representation” and were privileged from
disclosure).

7. The Commission has previously granted confidential treatment of the
descriptions of legal services as confidential. For example, in Order No. 25,454, the
Commission granted a motion for confidential treatment for the descriptions of legal
services in a rate case, Docket No. 10 - 141. While Order No. 25,454 refers to the
confidentiality of hourly rates in the invoices, the information for which confidential
treatment was sought was the descriptions of legal services. See August 30, 2012 Motion
for Confidential Treatment in Docket No. 10 — 141.

8. Confidentiality is critical to the Commission’s ability to evaluate rate case
expenses. If this information is not protected as confidential as the law allows, legal
representatives of utilities would be forced to abbreviate descriptions in order to protect
the confidentiality of legal services as required by the Rules of Professional Conduct,
Rule 1.6. Granting this motion allows a utility to provide (and Staff to review) detailed
descriptions of the services provided and thereby furthers the public interest.

g Although not required by rule, counsel sought the assent of the parties to
this motion. The Office of Consumer Advocate stated that he “does NOT assent to this
motion.” Representatives of the Laconia Housing Authority and Village Shores

concurred with the OCA’s position. The Staff indicated it could not take a position until

it reviewed the information for which confidential treatment is sought.



WHEREFORE, the Abenaki respectfully requests that the Commission:
A. Grant this Motion for Confidential Treatment; and

B. Grant such other relief as justice may require.
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